
   CITY OF HEALDSBURG PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
   REGULAR MEETING – AGENDA 
 
 

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS:  Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Parks and Recreation 
Commission regarding any item on this agenda after the posting of this agenda and not otherwise exempt from disclosure, will be made available for public review 
in the Parks and Recreation Office located at 1557 Healdsburg Avenue during normal business hours. If supplemental materials are made available to the 
members of the Commission at the meeting, a copy will be available for public review at the Parks and Recreation Office located at 1557 Healdsburg Avenue, 
Healdsburg, CA 95448.These writings will be made available in appropriate alternative formats upon request by a person with a disability, as required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
DISABLED ACCOMMODATIONS: The City of Healdsburg will make reasonable accommodations for persons having special needs due to disabilities. Please contact Parks 
and Recreation Office, at 1557 Healdsburg Avenue, Healdsburg, California, 431-3301, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting, to ensure the necessary accommodations 
are made. 
 
 

City Council Chambers  Meeting Date:            April 12, 2017  
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg CA 95448 Time:             6:00 P.M. 
Phone: 707-431-3301 Date Posted: April 9, 2017 

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

a) Roll Call    
b) Pledge of Allegiance  
c) Changes (Deletions) from Agenda 
d) Approval of Minutes: March 8, 2017 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS   

This time is set aside to receive comments from the public regarding matters of general interest not on 
the agenda, but related to Commission business. Pursuant to the Brown Act, however, the Commission 
cannot consider any issues or take action on any requests during this comment period. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

a) Cerri Site Adaptive Reuse Schematic Design 
Review the proposed schematic design for the Cerri Site and make a recommendation to City 
Council 
 

b) 2017 Goals and Subcommittee Assignments (Themig) 
Adopt 2017 Goals and consider the addition of an Arts Subcommittee 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

a) Foss Creek Pathway Art Installation (Themig) 
Review a proposal from the Voigt Foundation for the installation of two sculptures for the Foss 
Creek Pathway  
 

5. INFORMATION AND REPORT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES  (Staff, Information Only)  
a) Staffing Update 
b) Other 
 

6. COMMISSION REPORTS ON MATTERS OF INTEREST OCCURRING SINCE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING  
 

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  (Tentative) 
a) Recognition of Outgoing Commissioners - May 
b) Sorrento Square Park Art Installation  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT Next meeting: May 10, 2017 at City Council Chambers (unless otherwise established) 



CITY OF HEALDSBURG 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 8, 2017 
Healdsburg Community Center 

1557 Healdsburg Ave, Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission met in regular session. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
Vice Chairperson Tripathi called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 
1.a.  Roll Call 
Present Commissioners: Birdsong, Dobley, Herrod, Kelley, Lambert, Tripathi  
 
Absent Commissioners:  Mota 
 
Staff Present:  Community Services Director Themig, Facilities and Events 

Recreation Supervisor Haskell, Office Assistant Salas 
 
1.b. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
1.c.  Changes (deletions) from Agenda 
 
A change was made to the agenda to approve the January and February regular meeting minutes 
under Approval of Minutes, item 1.d.  
 
1.d. Approval of Minutes: February 8, 2017 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Dobley, seconded by Commissioner Kelley approved the 
February 8, 2017 regular meeting minutes with typos corrected.  Minutes were approved on a 
voice vote.  (Ayes - 6, Noes - 0, Absent - Mota) 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Birdsong, seconded by Commissioner Herrod approved the 
January 11, 2017 regular meeting minutes with the typos corrected. (Ayes – 5, Noes 0, Absent – 
Mota, Abstained – Tripathi)  
  
2. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR 2017 
 By motion, elect a Chair and Vice Chair to serve for 2017 
 
Commissioners discussed the responsibilities and appointments for the Chair and Vice 
Chairperson for the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC).  
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Commissioner Dobley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Tripathi to elect 
Commissioner Herrod as Chairperson and Commissioner Kelley as Vice Chairperson for the 
2017 Parks and Recreation Commission.  The motion made on a voice vote.  (Ayes – 6, Noes – 
0, Absent – Mota) 
  
3.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
George Lawson, spoke about the Wonder League and Rotary Cares programs for children with 
special needs which provides them the opportunity to participate in a baseball league, music, and 
arts and crafts programs.  Mr. Lawson thanked the staff for their support. 
 
Matt Wells, the new Transportation Advisory Commission liaison introduced himself to the 
group and added that Commissioner Williams will also be attending the PRC meetings. 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
4.a Special Event Report (Haskell) 

Receive a report on the 2016 Special Event season 
 

Supervisor Haskell reported on the 2016 Special Event season; last year 54 special events took 
place.  Haskell spoke about the special event application process and explained the difference in 
a minor and major event.  She added that staff also has a pre-event and post-event meeting with 
the organizer to go over event logistics.  

Last year staff received comments from two of the permitted events; Turkey Trot and Banshee 
Fest.  The Turkey Trot was organized by Scena Performance it involved more than 1,400 
runners.  The first year the event took place at the Healdsburg Ridge; it had double the expected 
attendance.  Last year the event was held in the downtown area which was problematic for 
residents who had guests coming into town for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Haskell suggested that 
if the event takes place this year they should steer away from the downtown area. 

The Banshee Fest event was held for the first time at a City venue last year.  Initially, the event 
was a one-day event; however, the organizer requested a variance from City Council for 
additional time.  Four-hundred, pre-sold tickets were purchased for the event. The departure of 
the event organizer six weeks prior created some hurdles; Banshee booked a third band without 
informing City Staff. The event was held the same day as the Farmer’s Market which many of 
the vendors and patrons were not happy about due to parking, loud noise, and set-up for the 
event. Haskell commented that the event layout was well done, they had a good sound engineer 
and the area was well gated, the event also drew a younger crowd. Banshee partnered with 
surrounding vendors to bring customers that would be attending the event into their businesses.  
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Tripathi encouraged the use of the West Plaza Park to create a connection between Plaza Park, 
West Plaza and the Cerri Site. He added that in the future other locations for the event could be 
the high school, Community Center or City Hall. 

For 2017 staff has received 16 applications so far, and anticipates permitting a similar amount of 
events as last year. Kelley asked for clarity on an item that was on the agenda at the previous 
City Council meeting in regards to alcohol.  Previously staff was required to create a resolution 
for use of alcohol and now it is simplified by a motion. 

An art exhibit will be displayed at the Senior Center with the hope to draw other people into the 
Center.  Haskell invited Commissioners to stop by and look at the artwork by Ron Bean and 
family. 

Haskell exited the meeting at 6:46 p.m. 

4.b 2017 Goals (Themig) 
Discuss and consider 2017 Commission Goals and Provide Direction to Staff 
 

Director Themig reviewed the 2016 PRC Goals and provided a brief update on the status of these 
for the Commission.  He commented that some of the 2016 Goals may be carried into 2017 if 
Commissioners considered them appropriate.  The list of Community Services (CS) projects and 
the Capital Improvement Program lists were also briefly reviewed.  

Commissioners discussed the goals that will carry over from 2016 and discussed new goals for 
2017 PRC; and they asked that the goals be re-organized in the following order: 

1. Sustainable and Alternative Funding 
2. Provide Leadership for Projects 
3. Importance of the Russian River 
4. Foster and Enhance CS 
5. Ensure Relevancy 
 

Themig will make changes to the goals and provide them at the next City Council meeting as a 
draft; PRC will adopt these at the next meeting. 

4.c 2017 Subcommittee Assignments (Themig) 
Discuss and consider 2017 Subcommittee Assignments 
 

Commissioners discussed the subcommittee assignments; Herrod, Birdsong and Tripathi will 
continue with their current duties.  Due to Mota’s absence it was assumed he would continue 
with his roles. Lambert asked to be placed on Partnership,  and Services and Funding 
Subcommittees.  Dobley agreed to be on the Open Space Subcommittee and Kelley requested to 
be on the Parks and Facilities, and Services and Funding Subcommittees.  
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Commissioner Dobley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Tripathi to approve the 2017 
Subcommittee Assignments as noted above. The motion was made on a voice vote.  (Ayes – 6, 
Noes – 0, Absent – Mota) 
 
5. INFORMATION AND REPORT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

ACTIVITIES (Staff, Information Only) 
 
5.a Latino Outreach Efforts: Spanish Class,  “Platica Latina” Community Gathering 

March 10 
 
 There are ten participants in the new Spanish Class at the Community Center.  A Latino 

Community Outreach Meeting will take place at the Community Center from 5-7 p.m. on 
Friday, March 10th. 

 
5.b Recent Tree Related Storm Damage 
  

A tree fell down at the Badger Dog Park and another toppled at the Plaza Park.  Staff will 
discuss whether other trees on City property will need to be removed. 

 
5.c Other 
 
 Themig provided updates on the Cerri Site Schematic Design, Fitch Mountain 

Management Plan and Coordinator Black’s retirement. 
 
6. COMMISSION REPORTS ON MATTERS OF INTEREST OCCURING SINCE 
PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING  
 
6.a. Kelley conveyed the she attended the Cerri Site focus group meeting that included event 

planners, and some non-profit agencies. 
 
 Lambert reported he was approached by a member of the Noon Rotary Club about 

installing a clock in memory of Kent Mitchell at West Plaza.  Commissioners spoke 
about moving forward with the clock as well as naming a river access in his honor. 

  
 Herrod reported that Haskell provided him with information he  previously requested 

regarding the band selection process. 
   
7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
7.a. Recognition of Outgoing Commissioners – April 
  
7.b. Cerri Site Redevelopment Schematic Design – April 
 
7.c. Foss Creek Pathway Sculpture Installations – April 
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7.d. 2017  Parks and Recreation Commission Goals - April 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business to discuss, on a motion by Commissioner Kelley, seconded by 
Commissioner Lambert adjourned the meeting at 8:30 P.M.  The motion carried on a voice vote. 
(Ayes - 6, Noes – 0, Absent – Mota)  
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 12, 2017 at the City Hall Council Chambers 
(unless otherwise established), 401 Grove Street, Healdsburg CA.   
 
APPROVED:  ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ __________________________________ 
Chris Herrod  Mark Themig,  
Chairperson  Community Services Director 
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AGENDA ITEM: 3.a. Cerri Site Adaptive Reuse Schematic Design 
 
MEETING DATE:  April 12, 2017 
 
PREPARED BY:  Mark Themig, Community Services Director 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Review the proposed schematic design for the Cerri Site and make a 

recommendation to City Council 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The former Redevelopment Agency of the City of Healdsburg purchased the Purity Chemical Products 
property in 2004 to help meet parking needs in the downtown area.  The purchase price was $1.2 
million.  Purity Chemicals continued to use the property under a lease agreement until September 
2006 when they moved into their new facility on Grove Street.  
 
In 2007, the former Redevelopment Agency Board directed staff to initiate environmental and design 
review process with the Planning Commission for removal of the building with possible preservation of 
the façade attached to a shade structure and installation of a public parking lot.  In response to 
concerns about pressure on the Plaza and a permanent home for the Farmer’s Market, the City 
reconsidered redevelopment options for the site and commissioned alternative redevelopment design 
options.  
 
Over the course of the next three years, several different concepts were proposed. In 2011, the State 
of California’s efforts to dissolve redevelopment agencies were underway, which created some 
uncertainty about the future of the property. With the subsequent official dissolution of the 
Redevelopment Agency in February 2012, the property went through a screening process to determine 
if the property was used for governmental purpose. Ultimately, the City received ownership of the 
property in 2013 primarily due to the improvements related to the Wetzel Native Plant Garden.  Work 
on redeveloping the property ceased during the dissolution of the RDA.    
 
Concept Design (2015-2016) 
In 2015 the City Council included funding in the FY 2015-16 Capital Improvement Program to initiate 
design work for once again redeveloping the former Cerri Site.  The City entered into an agreement 
with TLCD Architects out of Santa Rosa to lead the schematic design process with local representation 
from Architect Alan Cohen. In addition, the City commissioned a Phase 1 and Phase 2 Environmental 
Site Assessment to study any potential environmental issues. The City Council provided the following 
direction for the schematic design process:  
• The site must contain parking 
• The site will be the home of the Farmers’ Market 
• The design options should consider space for community events 
• The process should study two design options: 



a) Retain the existing building, renovate the structure, and construct new parking  
b) Remove the existing building and redevelop the site with a new surface parking lot and shade 

structure* 
*As a result of public feedback the City requested a third design option for an agrarian themed shade 
structure.   
 
After an extensive public engagement process early in 2016 that included focus groups, public 
meetings, and online/electronic comments, City Council considered the three design options in August 
2016 and directed staff and the design team to proceed with a design that:  
• Maximizes parking 
• Preserves the façade and a portion of the building 
• Includes bathrooms and a kitchen 
• Can be implemented in phases 
• Uses and ecologically friendly surface for the parking lot surface 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS: 
Schematic Design (2016-2017) 
With the direction to remove a portion of the building and a renewed focus on the site, the City added 
Andrea Cochran Landscape Architects out of San Francisco to the design team to assist with site design. 
The design team evaluated different approaches to meet City Council's direction.  
 
As part of this work the team analyzed how best to maximize parking on the site, considered the 
advantages/disadvantages of preserving the front verses the rear portion of the structure, discussed 
where the façade should be placed, and evaluated whether some of the more prominent architectural 
elements of the structure could be repurposed.  
 
The outcome of this work is the proposed schematic design. Elements of the design include: 
• 55 parking spaces 
• Repurposing the existing structure to include approximately 5,200 square feet of covered space for 

events and activities, with an additional 6,100 square feet of multi-purpose parking and "open 
air" event space 

• A catering kitchen and restrooms 
• Secondary unloading and loading area on the west side of the site for staging events and activities 
• Single vehicle entry point to minimize potential pedestrian/vehicle conflicts 
• Emergency vehicle access to Foss Street 
 
The City held additional focus groups with representatives of the Farmer’s Market and event planners 
to get additional feedback and input. The City also hosted a fourth a public open house to get feedback 
on the proposed schematic design. The consensus of the feedback was positive in nature with 
questions revolving around capacity for the Farmer’s Market, winter use, site circulation, the façade, 
phasing, and funding.  
 
Requested Commission Action and Next Steps 
The Commission is being asked to review the proposed schematic design and provide feedback and a 
recommendation to City Council. City Council is currently scheduled to consider the schematic design 
at their May 15 meeting.  
 



Cost estimating and a phasing plan for the project is currently underway and is expected to be 
complete by early May. If Council chooses to move forward, the project would move into the next level 
of design where design details like materials, storage/kitchen/restroom dimensions, and other design 
approaches are finalized for the design review and CEQA process.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Cerri Site Proposed Schematic Design 
March 27, 2017 Public Open House Comments 











 

MEETING NOTES 
DATE  TIIME 
03/27/2017 6:30 PM 

 
PROJECT 
Cerri Site 

 
PROJECT NUMBER 
15039 

 
LOCATION 
Healdsburg  
 
ISSUE DATE 
03/28/2017 

 
NOTES BY 
Nick Diggins 

 
PARTICIPANTS 
Mark Themig 
Andie Cochran 
Alan Cohen 

 
 

 
 

U:\community services\CS Shared Files\COUNCIL & COMMISSIONS\PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION\P&R Commission - 2017 Agendas & 
      

CERRI BUILDING  
1 PUBLIC PRESENTATATIONS Q&A_COMMENTS   

 Love the idea of Ice skating events   

 Is there enough Storage for Farmer’s needs?   

 Bike Parking areas and count on Plans?   

 Event Security? Fencing attach to structure? Rental? 

Storage? 

  

 Stage for performances? Front? Back? 

 

Vehicle circulation in’s and out’s? Right turn issues? 

 

Outdoor Handwashing and Drinking fountains 

 

Bike share space integrated in the design now not later 

 

Private events can help offset budget sooner 

 

Façade original, faux, or none at all? 

 

Parking spaces or surface designation for 9’ vs 10’ 

 

Offset fees for non-profits use of space 

 

What is the total count of famer’s stalls beyond the stall 

count? Since there is extra nooks or areas for setup. 

Should we count stalls for use on the upper platform as 

well? 

 

Can’t use the building in winter…heat? 

 

“Mel” likes this more than any other designs, but was the 

one dislike of the 45ish that attended. 

 

Train stop? 

 

How would you phase the project? What items could be 

removed and not sacrifice the overall design? 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 
 

HEALDSBURG PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 3.b. Parks and Recreation Commission Goals and Subcommittee 

Assignments 
 
MEETING DATE:  April 12, 2017 
 
PREPARED BY:  Mark Themig, Community Services Director 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Adopt 2017 Goals and consider the addition of an Arts Subcommittee 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Commission reviewed its goals and subcommittee assignments for 2017 at the March meeting. 
The Commission made several changes to its proposed goals that are reflected in the attached 
document and requested that a final version be brought back for adoption. 
 
In addition, the Commission adopted its subcommittee structure for 2017 at the March meeting. 
Following the meeting, Commission Birdsong made a request to Chair Herrod that the Commission 
consider adding an Arts subcommittee. The following is the text from the email request: 
 

Hi Chris and Mark: 
  
I'd like to request an item be placed on our April agenda. We have had a request for a 
piece of sculpture to be placed in the West Plaza or Plaza area of Healdsburg. I believe 
we need to establish an arts subcommittee to handle these requests and that that 
subcommittee establish a protocol and set of criteria for art to be considered for public 
areas. Without that criteria and procedures for approval or denial, we are left with 
simply emotional responses to projects as well as public pressure to accept or deny 
proposals. 
  
I am willing to be part of that subcommittee. Thanks for your consideration. 
Kathy Birdsong 

 
Staff supports adding an Arts subcommittee and requests the Commission amend its subcommittee 
structure to include an Arts subcommittee and to appoint up to three members to serve on the 
subcommittee.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
2017 Draft Goals 
2017 Subcommittee Assignments 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

HEALDSBURG PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2017 Goals 

 
 
 
 
1. Develop Sustainable Funding Options. 

a. Explore and analyze alternative funding mechanisms. 
b. Develop a cost recovery model for services. 
 

2. Provide Leadership for Projects. 
a. Support the progress of projects identified in the Capital Improvement Program. 
b. Continue and enhance community engagement in project planning and long-term planning. 
 

3. Initiate a conversation about the importance of - and accessibility to - the Russian River for the community. 
 

4. Foster and Enhance our Community Services. 
a. Study, propose, and implement service changes and enhancements  
b. Work to enhance our partnerships 
c. Develop a cost recovery model 
d. Explore alternative funding options 
 

5. Ensure Relevancy. 
a. Review the Commission’s charge, discuss roles and responsibilities with the Council, and update the 

ordinance that established the commission as needed 
b. Actively engage in City planning initiatives such as the capital improvement program 
 

 
 (Adopted    ) 



 
 

 
 
 

HEALDSBURG PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2017 Subcommittees 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Parks and Facilities Subcommittee (Staff Lead: Mark Themig): Herrod, Kelley, Tripathi 

• Saggio Hills Park  
• Community Center Synthetic Turf  
• Recreation Park Outfield Turf 

Replacement 

• Parks and Open Space Plan 
• Community Center Redevelopment 
• Healdsburg Unified School District  

 
2. Open Space Subcommittee (Staff Lead: Jaime Licea): Birdsong, Dobley, Herrod 

• Fitch Mountain Management Plan 
• Fitch Mountain Development 

• Healdsburg Ridge Transfer (if needed) 

 
3. Partnership Subcommittee (Staff Lead: Elizabeth Haskell): Birdsong, Lambert, Tripathi 

• Tayman Group (Villa Chanticleer and 
Golf Course) 

• Healdsburg Center for the Arts/Arts 
Programs  
 

• Other Partnerships? 

4. Services and Funding Subcommittee (Staff Lead: Dave Jahns): Lambert, Kelley, Mota 
• Programs and Services 
• Alternative Funding Mechanisms 

 
 
(Adopted March 8, 2017) 
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AGENDA ITEM: 4.a. Foss Creek Pathway Art Installation 
 
MEETING DATE:  April 12, 2017 
 
PREPARED BY:  Mark Themig, Community Services Director 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Review a proposal from the Voigt Foundation for the installation of two 

sculptures for the Foss Creek Pathway 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In 2007 the City adopted a Public Art Policy to establish procedures and policies for the acquisition and 
location of public art. The policy assigns responsibility for reviewing applications for public art to the 
City Commission who oversees the public place where the art would be displayed. The policy goes on 
to set for the criteria and procedure for review and recommendation to the City Council on any 
proposed public art. The Commission is being asked to consider the addition of two sculptures to the 
Foss Creek Pathway. 
 
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS: 
In August 2016, Healdsburg homeowner Kerry Francis submitted a proposal to donate two sculpture 
pieces that were owned by her father Merrill Francis, an art collector who passed away in 2011. The 
pieces “Curly” and “Cool Blue” by artist Bret Price were on display at Mr. Francis’s residence in 
Southern California. Ms. Francis expressed an interest in donating the pieces to the City to display on 
the Foss Creek Pathway, which she and her husband use often. 
 

              
 
 



Staff communicated with Ms. Francis about the donation and art installation process in September and 
met in person to conduct a site-walk in October. As part of the site walk we identified two potential 
locations for the installation: (1) on the pathway segment that runs adjacent to the Foss Creek 
Apartments south of Grant Street or (2) between Grant Street and Grove Street along the detention 
basin. After further review and consideration, we are proposing the new segment of trail between 
Grant Street and Grove Street along the detention basis. 
 

 
 
Initially Ms. Francis proposed to donate the artwork directly to the City. However, after further 
discussion with Ms. Francis and the Voigt Foundation, Ms. Francis agreed to donate the artwork to the 
Voigt Foundation, with the understanding that the pieces would be installed along the Foss Creek 
Pathway. In staff’s opinion, donating to the Foundation is a more appropriate approach since the 
Foundation has expertise in the installation and ongoing upkeep of artwork.  
 
Per the Public Art Policy, the Voigt Foundation has provided proposals for both Curly and Cool Blue. 
Staff’s opinion is that the pieces meet the requirements and intent of the Public Art Policy, and would 
be excellent additions for Foss Creek Pathway. If the Commission recommends the acceptance of these 
pieces and City Council concurs, the installation would occur this spring and the donation would be 
commemorated as part of a special art event in conjunction with the Skate Park on May 20, 2017.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
City of Healdsburg Public Arts Policy 
Kerry Francis Artwork Donation Offer 
Voigt Foundation Proposed Art Installation – “Curly” 
Voigt Foundation Proposed Art Installation – “Cool Blue”  
Sample Public Art Memo of Understanding – Foss Creek Pathway, 2007 
 
 































 
 

501(c ) (3) 56-2506785 
VoigtFoundation.com 
400 Breezewood Dr. 

Geyserville, CA 95441 
 

Public Artwork Placement 

“Cool Blue” 

 

 



 
 

501(c ) (3) 56-2506785 
VoigtFoundation.com 
400 Breezewood Dr. 

Geyserville, CA 95441 
 

a) We proposed to place “Cool Blue” along the Foss Creek Pathway Phase 3 from Grove 
Street to Grant Street.  It was constructed of painted metal in 2002.  Its size is 
approximately 8ft x 50in x 28in.  It weighs 325 lbs.  We have installed similar sculptures 
in Healdsburg and are confident it will last decades outdoors; Its paint is readily available 
should any touch ups or maintenance be required.  Cool Blue will be affixed to a poured 
concrete base with stainless steel bolts. 
 

b) Cool Blue was created by Bret Price at the Artist’s studio in Orange, CA.  Cool Blue 
exhibits the bright, whimsical nature we have envisioned for this section of the Foss 
Creek path, anchored by the Skate Park and routinely enjoyed by families, dog walkers 
and bicyclists. 
 

c) Bret Price has been creating sculpture since 1979.  His work has been exhibited across 
the US.  In his words, “Since 1979, I have been building heating chambers around large 
pieces of steel, applying concentrated, intense heat, then manipulating the material to 
create a sense of softness. When the heat is removed, these illusions of flexibility are 
frozen, and on one level, the sculpture becomes a documentation of those forces used in 
the process. It is my intent that these sculptures communicate a sense of continuance, as 
if each piece is a single frame taken from a film, appearing to be at rest before moving 
on.”  This method of making art offers a number of creative options for me as a sculptor. 
The variables of heat intensity, size and shape of the raw material produce a wide range 
of results; from the quiet simplicity of a single pipe bend to the rhythmic complexity that 
emerges from folding a section of structural steel. A degree of unpredictability is always 
present, which tends to tease ones’ curiosity and lend energy.”  

Mr. Price holds an MFA from California Institute of the Arts, Valencia.  His undergrad 
work was at Pomona College and Otis Arts Institute.  Bret has taught at Chapman 
University (1976-1987), Cal State University, Bakersfield and Pomona College.   

 



 
 

501(c ) (3) 56-2506785 
VoigtFoundation.com 
400 Breezewood Dr. 

Geyserville, CA 95441 
 

 
d) Warranty of Originality 
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e) Our Mission is to promote an appreciation for sculpture in Sonoma County, California. 

By serving as a catalyst for sculpture installations and projects, we promote the county as 
a destination for art lovers.  We strive to excite, inspire and educate by promoting the 
placement of sophisticated and diverse types of sculpture, created by artists of 
international renown, in publicly-accessible places in Sonoma County, with a special 
emphasis on large outdoor works.  We believe the surprise of finding a sculpture and the 
ever-changing backdrop of the sky and sun is the best way to achieve this. 

 

f) Cool Blue is a donor-directed gift to the Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation by Ms. 
Kerry Francis, a homeowner on W. Grant St, Healdsburg.  This artwork, and its 
companion Curly, were acquired by her father, an art collector who shared a strong 
connection with the artist through Pomona College.  Kerry’s father died in 2011 and the 
family has chosen to share these joyful pieces with the public. 

 

g) Cool Blue is valued at $35,000. 
 

h)  Installation will occur in May of 2017 to coincide with the Skate Park’s Celebration. 
 

i) We anticipate Cool Blue to be happy outdoors for decades. 
 

j) N/A 
 

k) All installation will be coordinated and performed by the Foundation. 
 

l) We will procure a bronze plaque stating: 
Bret Price 
Cool Blue, 2002 
Painted Steel 
Sponsored by 

The Children of Merrill R. Francis & 
Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation 

m) The City may incur minor costs for several hours of parking control the day of 
installation.  On-going maintenance costs for graffiti removal, etc. should be minimal.  
The artwork will be covered under the City’s umbrella policy at no direct cost. Please see 
our Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Healdsburg.   
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Public Artwork Placement 

“Curly” 
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a) We proposed to place “Curly” along the Foss Creek Pathway Phase 3 from Grove Street 
to Grant Street.  It was constructed of painted metal in 2006.  Its size is approximately 7ft 
x 3ft x 2ft.  It weighs 225 lbs.  We have installed similar sculptures in Healdsburg and are 
confident it will last decades outdoors; Its paint is readily available should any touch ups 
or maintenance be required.  Curly will be affixed to a poured concrete base with 
stainless steel bolts. 
 

b) Curly was created by Bret Price at the Artist’s studio in Orange, CA.  Curly exhibits the 
bright, whimsical nature we have envisioned for this section of the Foss Creek path, 
anchored by the Skate Park and routinely enjoyed by families, dog walkers and bicyclists. 
 

c) Bret Price has been creating sculpture since 1979.  His work has been exhibited across 
the US.  In his words, “Since 1979, I have been building heating chambers around large 
pieces of steel, applying concentrated, intense heat, then manipulating the material to 
create a sense of softness. When the heat is removed, these illusions of flexibility are 
frozen, and on one level, the sculpture becomes a documentation of those forces used in 
the process. It is my intent that these sculptures communicate a sense of continuance, as 
if each piece is a single frame taken from a film, appearing to be at rest before moving 
on.”  This method of making art offers a number of creative options for me as a sculptor. 
The variables of heat intensity, size and shape of the raw material produce a wide range 
of results; from the quiet simplicity of a single pipe bend to the rhythmic complexity that 
emerges from folding a section of structural steel. A degree of unpredictability is always 
present, which tends to tease ones’ curiosity and lend energy.”  

Mr. Price holds an MFA from California Institute of the Arts, Valencia.  His undergrad 
work was at Pomona College and Otis Arts Institute.  Bret has taught at Chapman 
University (1976-1987), Cal State University, Bakersfield and Pomona College.   
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d) Warranty of Originality 
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e) Our Mission is to promote an appreciation for sculpture in Sonoma County, California. 

By serving as a catalyst for sculpture installations and projects, we promote the county as 
a destination for art lovers.  We strive to excite, inspire and educate by promoting the 
placement of sophisticated and diverse types of sculpture, created by artists of 
international renown, in publicly-accessible places in Sonoma County, with a special 
emphasis on large outdoor works.  We believe the surprise of finding a sculpture and the 
ever-changing backdrop of the sky and sun is the best way to achieve this. 

 

f) Curly is a donor-directed gift to the Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation by Ms. Kerry 
Francis, a homeowner on W. Grant St, Healdsburg.  This artwork, and its companion 
Cool Blue, were acquired by her father, an art collector who shared a strong connection 
with the artist through Pomona College.  Kerry’s father died in 2011 and the family has 
chosen to share these joyful pieces with the public. 

 

g) Curly is valued at $30,000. 
 

h)  Installation will occur in May of 2017 to coincide with the Skate Park’s Celebration. 
 

i) We anticipate Curly to be happy outdoors for decades. 
 

j) N/A 
 

k) All installation will be coordinated and performed by the Foundation. 
 

l) We will procure a bronze plaque stating: 
Bret Price 
Curly, 2006 
Painted Steel 
Sponsored by 

The Children of Merrill R. Francis & 
Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation 

m) The City may incur minor costs for several hours of parking control the day of 
installation.  On-going maintenance costs for graffiti removal, etc. should be minimal.  
The artwork will be covered under the City’s umbrella policy at no direct cost. Please see 
our Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Healdsburg.   
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