CITY OF HEALDSBURG
CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
City Hall Council Chamber
Meeting Date:
July 7, 2020
401 Grove Street
Time:
5:00 PM
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Date Posted:
July 3, 2020
(707) 431-3317
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) ADVISORY NOTICE
.

Consistent with Executive Orders No. N-25-20 and No. N-29-20 from the Executive
Department of the State of California and the Sonoma County Health Official Orders No. C1903 and C19-05 the City of Healdsburg City Council meeting will not be physically open to the
public and all Council Members will be teleconferencing into the meeting via Webex Meetings.
How to Observe the Meetings
To maximize public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access, the
Healdsburg City Council will be using Webex Events service to allow remote participation.
Members of the public who only wish to watch the meeting, can observe the meeting by visiting
http://healdsburgca.iqm2.com/Citizens/default.aspx. For those members of the public who wish
to participate in the meeting remotely, detailed instructions on how to participate can be found at
the end of the agenda.
How to submit Public Comment
1. Live: If you are participating in the meeting remotely, public comment may be submitted
live, during the public comment period. Further detailed instructions on how to submit
public comment live can be found at the end of the agenda.
Americans with Disabilities Act Accommodations
Any member of the public who needs accommodations should email the City Clerk at
rallan@ci.healdsburg.ca.us or by calling 707-431-3316. The City Clerk will use their best efforts
to provide reasonable accommodations to provide as much accessibility as possible while also
maintaining public safety in accordance with the city procedure for resolving reasonable
accommodation requests. All reasonable accommodations offered will be listed on the city
website at https://www.ci.healdsburg.ca.us/406/ada---public-accessibility
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1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Approval of Agenda
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public will have an opportunity to address the City Council concerning any
items listed on this Special Meeting Agenda at the time that the item is considered. No other
items may be discussed at this Special Meeting. (Government Code Section 54954.3)
3. OLD BUSINESS
A. Filling a Vacancy on the Healdsburg City Council
1. Interview the applicants; and select either Action #2 or Actions #3 and 4;
2. Appoint a member of the public who resides in the City of Healdsburg and is a registered
voter to fill the vacant Council seat until such time as the term currently held by Mayor
Gold expires (December 2022); or
3. Appoint a member of the public who resides in the City of Healdsburg and is a registered
voter to fill the vacant Council seat until such time as a Special Election occurs on
November 3, 2020, and a person is elected to a 2-year term; and
4. Adopt a Resolution calling for a Special Election for the 2-year term seat, to be held on
November 3, 2020.
4. ADJOURN SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

WebEx Instructions for Joining the Meeting and submitting live Public
Comment
Joining the meeting remotely
• The Healdsburg City Council will be using Webex Events service to allow remote
participation
Instructions for participating remotely
• Go to the following link: https://cityofhealdsburgmeetings.webex.com/
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•
•
•
•
•

Enter in the following event number: 146 543 8620 in the gray box under the words
“Join a meeting”
Click Enter
The next screen will display the Event Information. In the middle of the screen towards
the bottom or in the event status line, click register.
Fill in the requested information (first name, last name and email address) and hit submit
The next screen will display your registration has been confirmed and notifying you, that
you will receive a confirmation email with the detailed event information.

The day of the Meeting
• Open up the confirmation email you received from the event registration
• Click on the green button that says “Join Event”
• If the meeting host has started the event; the event should automatically start on your
screen
• If the meeting host has not started the event, you may need to refresh your screen a few
minutes before the start of the meeting and again clink on “join event”
If you are having trouble providing public comment during the meeting, please email Interim
City Manager Dave Kiff during the meeting at dkiff@ci.healdsburg.ca.us.
How to submit public comment
Members of public may provide public comment during the event:
1. By participating in the meeting remotely, public comment may be submitted live, during
the public comment period. To submit public comment, please follow the below
instructions.
a. Once you are in the meeting, open the list of participants.
b. In the bottom right hand corner of the participant list, is a hand icon
c. Click on the hand icon
d. The hand icon will place you in line to speak
e. When it is your turn to comment, the City Clerk or the Mayor will call upon you
to comment
f. When you are done commenting, or your three minutes are complete, please
remember to un-raise your hand
If you have any questions or concerns, please contract Raina Allan by calling 707-431-3316 or
by email at rallan@ci.healdsburg.ca.us.
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CITY OF HEALDSBURG
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA STAFF REPORT

MEETING DATE: July 7, 2020
SUBJECT:

Filling a Vacancy on the Healdsburg City Council

PREPARED BY:

Dave Kiff, Interim City Manager

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE(S):
Quality of Life
Effective & Efficient Government

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S):
1. Interview the applicants; and select either Action #2 or Actions #3 and 4;
2. Appoint a member of the public who resides in the City of Healdsburg and is a registered
voter to fill the vacant Council seat until such time as the term currently held by Mayor
Gold expires (December 2022); or
3. Appoint a member of the public who resides in the City of Healdsburg and is a registered
voter to fill the vacant Council seat until such time as a Special Election occurs on
November 3, 2020, and a person is elected to a 2-year term; and
4. Adopt a Resolution calling for a Special Election for the 2-year term seat, to be held on
November 3, 2020.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/OUTREACH:
This item was discussed on Monday, June 29, 2020 at a Special Meeting, and then notice of the
applications was amplified on social media and the City’s web page. The applications were
posted at about 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 with a due date and time of Friday, July 3,
2020 at 12:00 noon.
BACKGROUND:
Mayor Leah Gold stepped down from the Healdsburg City Council, leaving her seat vacant with
about 2 years, 5 months remaining on the term of office. Pursuant to the City’s Municipal Code
and State law, the City Council will have 60 days from the effective date of the vacancy to fill
the position or call for a special election.
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The Council discussed whether to appoint a person to fill the remainder of the term, to serve until
a special election was held, or to leave the seat vacant. The Council directed staff to encourage
applications from interested residents, to include five different questions in the application, and
to come back to the Council with those applications to allow the candidates to be interviewed in
public on July 7, 2020. The Council left the door open to either appoint someone to fill the
remainder of the Council term or to serve until a special election.
If the Council wants to call a special election to fill the vacancy and intends that the special
election be consolidated with the November 3, 2020 General Election, the Council must call the
special election by July 12, 2020.
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:
The questions asked within the application were:
1. Why are you interested in this role?
2. What qualifications and experience do you have that can best serve the Healdsburg
community and its city government?
3. What do you see as the top issues facing Healdsburg now and in the near future, and what
are your ideas to address them?
4. What do you view value most about Healdsburg and the Healdsburg community, and
why?
5. The Council may decide to make an appointment to either: (A) a 4-5 month term (a term
that ends in December 2020 during which a special election occurs to fill the remainder
of the term); or (B) a term of 2 years and 4-5 months (a term that ends in December
2022). Please offer your thoughts about which alternative you would prefer, and why.
Also, please note if you would be unwilling to consider A or B if the appointment was
offered to you, and why.
Qualified applicants who receive the appointment must be registered voters residing within the
city limits of Healdsburg (this addresses citizenship, age, and residency). Appointees must file
FPPC Form 700s and remain as residents of Healdsburg throughout the term of office.
At the July 7, 2020 meeting, interviews will be as follows:
1. All interviews will be in public.
2. The City Clerk will draw names to establish the order of interviews.
3. Each applicant will have a total of 20 minutes of time to make comments and respond to
questions.
4. The City Council will attempt to ask the same questions of each candidate, however,
some aspects of a person’s answers to the questionnaire’s questions may elicit specific
questions directed towards that candidate.
5. The Council may choose to make an appointment (or not) at the conclusion of the
interviews.
Public comment for this agenda item will be taken in advance of any of the interviews.
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
Not applicable.
ALTERNATIVES:
Alternatives have been addressed above.
FISCAL IMPACT:
If the Council elects to call for a special election, doing so adds up to about $10,000 to our
election costs (this amount is much less than a stand-alone special election).
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:
Pursuant to Title 14, the California Code of Regulations, Section 153787(b)(5) of the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) guidelines, the proposed action is an administrative
activity of the City that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes to the environment.
ATTACHMENT(S):
Resolution
Applications Redacted
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CITY OF HEALDSBURG

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA, (1) CALLING AND GIVING
NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE
HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2020 FOR THE ELECTION OF ONE
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER TO FILL THE CURRENT
VACANCY WITH A TERM THAT WILL EXPIRE DECEMBER
2022; (2) REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
THE COUNTY OF SONOMA TO CONSOLIDATE A SPECIAL
MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 3,
2020, WITH ANY OTHER ELECTION HELD ON THE SAME
DAY, IN THE SAME TERRITORY, OR IN TERRITORY THAT
IS IN PART THE SAME PURSUANT TO SECTION 10403 OF
THE ELECTIONS CODE; (3) APPROVING GUIDELINES FOR
CONDUCTING SAID ELECTION; AND (4) INCREASING THE
GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS BY $20,000 TO COVER
ADDITIONAL ELECTIONS COSTS

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy on the City Council of the City of Healdsburg effective
July 3, 2020, as a result of former Councilmember Leah Gold’s resignation for a term that ends
December 2022; and
WHEREAS, at its July 7, 2020 meeting the Council determined that calling a special
municipal election to fill the vacancy is in the best interest of the City and its residents;
WHEREAS, the cost of a Special Election will add to the normal costs of a General
Municipal Election and these are costs that must be borne by the General Fund; and
WHEREAS, a Special Election was not anticipated with the adoption of the fiscal year
2020-21 budget and therefore there exists no budget appropriations for a special election.
Further, additional appropriations may be needed for the General Election due to changes in
mail-in balloting, early vote, and more; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined, pursuant to Section 15378(b)(5) of the
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, that approval of this resolution is an
administrative activity of the City and will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the
environment and is therefore not a project for purposes of CEQA.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of
Healdsburg does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows:
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RESOLUTION NO. xx-2020
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Resolution No. xx-2020
Page 2

Section 2. That a special municipal election is hereby called for Tuesday, November 3,
2020 for the purpose of the election of one (1) member of the City Council, to fill the position
which will expire December 2022.
Section 3. That pursuant to the requirements of Section 10403 of the Elections Code, the
Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma is hereby requested to consent and agree to the
consolidation of a special municipal election with any election that will be held in the same day,
in the same territory, and in the same territory that is in part the same.
Section 4. That the attached Exhibit A "Guidelines for Conducting the November 3,
2020, Election," including polling hours, are hereby approved and incorporated herein as though
set forth in full.
Section 5. That the Board of Supervisors is requested to issue instructions to the County
Elections Department to take any and all steps necessary for the holding of the consolidated
election.
Section 6. That the City of Healdsburg recognizes that additional costs will be incurred
by the County by reason of this consolidation and agrees to reimburse the County for any costs
associated with Healdsburg's special municipal election.
Section 7. That in all particulars not recited in this resolution, the election shall be held
and conducted as provided by law for holding special municipal elections.
Section 8. That notice of the date and time of holding the special election is given and
the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice of the
special election, in time, form and manner as required by law.
Section 9. That the County Elections Department is authorized to canvass the returns of
the special municipal election. The election shall be held in all respects as if there were only one
election, and only one form of ballot shall be used.
Section 10. That the appropriations in the General Fund are hereby increased by $20,000
to provide funding for the Special Election and any related General Elections costs.
Section 11. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this resolution
with the Board of Supervisors and the County Elections Department of the County of Sonoma.
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Section 1. Pursuant to Section 15378(b)(5) of the California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines, the approval of this resolution is an administrative activity of the City and will not
result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment and is therefore not a project for
purposes of CEQA.
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Resolution No. xx-2020
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Healdsburg, County of
Sonoma, State of California, this 7th day of July, 2020, by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers: ()
NOES: Councilmembers: ()
Attachment: Resolution (2879 : Council Vacancy Options - Leah Gold)

ABSENT: Councilmembers: ()
ABSTAINING: Councilmembers: ()
SO ORDERED:

ATTEST:

________________________________
Evelyn Mitchell, Mayor

_________________________________
Raina Allan, City Clerk
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EXHIBIT A

1.

NOMINATION PAPERS - No fee will be charged for the filing of nomination papers.

2.

CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS - The number of words
contained in a Candidate's Statement of Qualifications will be limited to 200 words. The
candidate will be charged for the costs incurred in the printing of the optional Statement
of Qualifications in the Voter Information Pamphlet. The candidate will be required to
pay the estimated cost of $356 at the time that the Nomination Papers are filed.
If a candidate elects to have his/her Candidate's Statement translated into Spanish, an
estimated additional charge of $456 will be levied and the candidate will be required to
deposit the estimated cost at the time the Nomination Papers are filed.
After the election, the City will reimburse any excess money collected and/or will bill the
candidate for any amount due.

3.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL - No other election campaign material other than the
statement of qualifications shall be permitted to be sent in the mailing of sample ballots.

4.

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS - Campaign contributions will be limited as set forth in
Ordinance Nos. 1009 and 1163 and as regulated by the Fair Political Practices
Commission.

5.

POLLING PLACE - The election polls shall remain open between the hours of 7:00
A.M. and 8:00 P.M.
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CITY OF HEALDSBURG
POLICY FOR CONDUCTING THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION

3.A.b

DATE/TIME REC’D:

COMPLETED AND SIGNED APPLICATION MUST BE FILED WITH THE HEALDSBURG CITY
CLERK BY: FRIDAY, JULY 3, 2020, AT 12:00 P.M. NOON. We apologize for the fast turnaround time
– this is due to a July 12, 2020 deadline associated with calling for a special election associated with
this seat.
APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE HEALDSBURG CITY COUNCIL
This application is to fill a vacancy on the Healdsburg City Council. The Healdsburg City Council will
review applications in a public setting and may set up a public interview process for each candidate.
The Council may decide to make no appointment at all and to call a November 3, 2020 Special Election
to fill the seat, to make an appointment until the same Special Election is called (therefore the term on
Council would be for roughly 4-5 months), or to not call a Special Election and to make an appointment
for the remainder of former Mayor Leah Gold’s term of office (which ends in December 2022).
This application is a public document. It will be compiled with other applications and considered by
the Healdsburg City Council as a part of a noticed public meeting.
Only Healdsburg residents who are registered voters in Healdsburg will be eligible for appointment.
Alex Silverman

Name:

Residence Address:
Mailing Address (if different):
E-mail:
Home Phone:

Daytime Phone:

Are you currently a registered voter and a resident of the City of Healdsburg, or will be at the time of
yes
an appointment? _________
(yes or no)

Please answer the following questions on this or on separate sheets of paper.
1. Why are you interested in this role?
Giving back to the community of Healdsburg and providing a fresh voice to a town which has seen striking inequalities of thought due to
socio-economic divisions, perceived racial/ethnic tensions, "progression leaving ordinary citizens behind", unprecedented pandemic
lifestyle changes, and perhaps a lack of self awareness by former council members. I would appreciate the opportunity to listen to our
permanent residents and help to guide the community in an unprecedented time of crisis.

1
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Received July 2, 2020

3.A.b

2. What qualifications and experience do you have that can best serve the Healdsburg community
and its city government?

3. What do you see as the top issues facing Healdsburg now and in the near future, and what are
your ideas to address them?
COVID 19: As quickly as the community evacuated city limits, a well publicized approach to Personal Protective Equipment
will give locals and visitors the comfort of direct order of authority with placards and electronic street signs requiring
protective masks when shopping or dining within city limits. Officers will offer warnings and disposable masks to those
in violation of the six foot or wearing a mask indoors order. A minimal fine as a last resort may be issued.
Municipal Highspeed Wifi: Ensure community connectivity, attract tourism, and business.
Creation of an advisory committee composed of underrepresented citizens to voice concerns.

4. What do you value most about Healdsburg and the Healdsburg community, and why?
A healthy mix of generational citizens, newly relocated, community atmosphere of responsibility supporting peaceful protests
in addition to enjoying summertime in the park with responsible wine consumption and a common sense police force. Healdsburg is a
town the enjoys tourism but is not run by it. We have an abundance of local resources for recreation and our stress levels are much
lower than the national average. Healthy tourism keeps our town progressive and successful and community morale allows for our
image to keep to improving.

5. The Council may decide to make an appointment to either: (A) a 4-5 month term (a term that ends
in December 2020 during which a special election occurs to fill the remainder of the term); or (B) a
term of 2 years and 4-5 months (a term that ends in December 2022). Please offer your thoughts
about which alternative you would prefer, and why. Also, please note if you would be unwilling to
consider A or B if the appointment was offered to you, and why.
I would be willing to serve as long as possible to spearhead initiatives and see them through. A community this close and politically minded
deserves follow through. I would expect any elected official to be a part of several fire/flood seasons in order to make informed decisions.

2
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Besides student government board member in high school, none and thus no bad habits.

3.A.b

Please note: At the time you would be named to the Healdsburg City Council, you must be:
•
•
•

At least 18 years of age;
A resident residing within the city limits of Healdsburg; and
A registered voter in Healdsburg.

Also at the time of appointment (and annually as well as at the completion of your service), you will be
required to complete and file a public Form 700 with the California Fair Political Practices Commission.
Form 700 filings allow the public to know of any potential conflicts of interest related to your public
service. These conflicts can relate to employment, property ownership, loans and gifts, stock
ownership, and more. You are also required to disclose certain financial interests of your spouse.
During your term on the City Council, you will be required to identify any potential conflicts (often with
the assistance of the City Attorney) and to recuse yourself from voting on or otherwise influencing any
action that might cause a financial or other conflict.
Please sign and return this form with the questions answered via an email to Raina Allan, City
Clerk, at rallan@ci.healdsburg.ca.us. You may also drop off the form and questions at Healdsburg City
Hall (401 Grove Street, Healdsburg CA) in the Utility Billing Drop-box to the north of City Hall.
Please do not mail the form, as it may not get to the City by the July 3, 2020 Noon deadline. If you
have any questions about this application, please call Ms. Allan at 707-431-3317.

Alexander Silverman
I ____________________________________
(print name) swear/affirm that the foregoing
information is true and correct.

Applicant’s Signature

Date

07/02/2020

3
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You must maintain Healdsburg residency and registered voter status throughout your term of office.
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